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-It remains unclear who is leading the coup. Col* 
Abdul Qader, whom the Embassy identified as Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force, claimed on Radio Kabul to be 
speaking on behalf of Colonel Asian Watanjar, as 
yet unidentified, 

-Daoud's situation is unknown. The rebels claimed 
that he "is gone completely and forever, " but there 
are reports that he is still alive , perhaps inside 
the French Embassy compound {which is next to the 
Palace and which suffered a tank attack that 
destroyed the consular building) • 
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Background 

The coup seems to have been triggered by the 
arrest last night of leading Members of the Khalq 
("masses") Party, This pro-Soviet, Communist party 
brought out some 15,000 persons (five times its known 
membership) during the funeral on April 19 of its 
assassinated chief ideologue. The government claimed 
that it tolerated the demonstration to flush out and 
arrest Khalq leaders* 

Military action, apparently led by army sympathisers 
with tanks, followed at noon, local time. While there is 
no hard evidence as yet that the rebels have links to th^ 
Khalq or to the Soviet Onion, bits and pieces of information- 
such as Qader's remark that power was passed to "the masses" 
and clenched fist salutes by soldiers— indicate that they 
may. 

Rebel Policies 

The attitudes and policies the rebels will adopt 
if they can form a new government are unclear. In a 
Kabul Radio statement, they announced a foreign policy 
of respect for Islam, "democratic independence,* 'progressive" 
development, "positive* non-alignment, friendly relations 
with all countries, and respect for the ON. If the Khalq 
Party plays a major role, the new government would probably 
be more friendly to the USSR than Oaoud has been and less 
friendly toward the OS. 

Reactions of Neighbors 

Thus far there have been no public comments from 
any of Afghanistan's neighbors. The role of the Soviets 
in the coup and their attitude toward it are not clear. 
tfe have no evidence of Soviet involvement, however, 

Iran will view the situation with considerable 
alarm. The Shah has long been concerned about Afghanistan's 
Soviet connection and the possibility that it would veer 
sharply to the left if Daoud were overthrown. Despite 
this concern, it is doubtful that Tehran will 
undertake military moves at this point. 
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Ialaabad will also be alanaed but probably will 
sit this one oat. 

China, which has a short common bonier with 
Afghanistan, can be expected to find a Soviet hand 
io the development* in Kabul. 
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